
1

Reading Fundamentals
Read 0900

By Pamela McBroom



© Pamela McBroom 2

Reading Fundamentals by Pamela McBroom 2021. Unless 

otherwise noted, this work is licensed under the Creative 

Commons-Attribution-Non Commercial-Share alike 4.0 

international license.



3

Table of Contents

Chapter 1 ïReading in College

Expectations and Purpose ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 4

Goals ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 5

Distractions éééééééééééééééééééééééééé..éééééé.. 6

Self-awareness: Attitude and Motivation éééééééééé.ééééééééééé. 7

Specific Class Goals ééééééééééééééé..éééééééééééééé 8

Chapter 2 ïBuilding Academic Vocabulary

Parts of Speech éééééééééééééééééé.ééééééééé.éé. 13-15

Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes éééééééééééééééééééééééé. 17-20

Context Clues éééééééééé...ééééééééééééééééééé.. 21-23

Using a Dictionary éééééééééééééééééééééé..ééééééé. 24

Chapter 3 ïThe Reading Process and Text Features

The Reading Process éééééééééééééééééé..ééééééééé.30-32

Text Features éééééééééééééééééééé.éééééééééé. 33-39

Chapter 4 ïAnnotating

Abbreviations for annotating and strategies for thinking aloud éééééééééééé.. 41

How to annotate and what to mark éééééééééééééé..ééééééééé 43

Chapter 5 ïIdentifying Main Ideas

Title, topic, main idea ééééééééééééé.....ééééééééééééé 45-51

Patterns of Organization éééééééééééééééééé.éééééééé 52-57

Chapter 6 ïIdentifying Major and Minor Details

Major details and minor details ééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 59-65

Chapter 7 ïNotetaking Methods

Outline Method ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 67

Cornell Method éééééééééééééééééé...éééééééééééé. 69

Visual Notetaking Method éééééééééééééééééééééé..éééé. 71

Chapter 8 ïSummarizing

Expository and Narrative Texts ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 74

Features of a Summary ééééééééééééééééééé.....éééé..éé 75-77

Chapter 9 ïMaking Inferences

Connotation and Denotation ééééééééééééé.éééééééééé...é 81-84

Figurative Language éééééééééééééééééééééééé...ééé. 86-89

Literary Elements éééééééééééééééééééééé.ééééééé 91-92

Factual Versus Opinion Statements éééééééééééééééééé.............é. 94-95

Inference ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.ééé.. 96-98



Chapter 1 ĔReading in College

Chapter Objectives-

1. Understanding expectations

2. Setting Goals

3. Managing distractions

4. Developing academic self-awareness

Expectations
Students are often shocked at the amount of 

work expected of them while in college. 

Sometimes, it seems like high school was so 

much easier! In some ways it was and that makes 

sense. We are at a new level of learning; 

therefore, expectations should match, right? 

I have asked many college teachers how many 

pages per week they typically assign. Most 

teachers said around twenty; some said as much 

as fifty, all for one class. So, letôs do some math. 

If I am taking 3 college level classes at 3 credits 

each, how many pages per week is that? 

A. Minimum      

Maximum     

In addition, several research studies have shown 

that students who do well in college classes (Aôs 

or Bôs), typically spend 2-4 hours outside of 

class time per week per credit. So, letôs do some 

more math. If I am taking two 3-credit classes, 

how many hours per week will I be studying, 

reviewing, and getting help with that class?

B. Minimum      

Maximum     

A lot is expected from us as college students.

*** Check answers on page 11

Purpose
To try and manage all the time and expectations 

required of college life, it is important for us to 

figure out our purpose for reading and being 

here.

We need to understand why we need to read 

what our instructors assign us. I mean, donôt they 

know we have other classes; we have jobs; we 

have kidsé Yes! They know. They too were 

once college students with other classes, jobs 

and kids. 

The fact is, there is only so much time in a 

semester to cover the material. That means we 

students are expected to fill in the gaps from 

class lectures and activities with reading. 

Sometimes it feels like the readings are just more 

work, but the instructor assigns the readings for a 

reason. 

Our job as students is to figure out that reason 

and also to discover our own purpose. These are 

questions that help me.

Why amI reading this?

How will this information benefit me in 

my college career, in my job, as a 

person?

Make the reading personal.
When we make a reading about uswe have more 

investment into it and it becomes more important 

to us.
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Chapter 1 ĔReading in College

Goals
Important to managing expectations and understanding our purpose is setting goals. Having weekly and daily 

goals helps us reach our long-term goals and makes everything feel more manageable. For example, my 

planner might look something like this. 

Annotate 
chapters 1 
and 2 
(1 hour)

Cornell 
Notes 
Chapter 1 
(1 hour)

Cornell 
Notes 
Chapter 2 
(1 hour)

Review 
Notes (30 
minutes)

Ace the 
Quiz!!

Even though I am not very excited to 
read/write about this topic, I know 
that the information will help me in 
the class I have to take next 
semester. So, I need to focus!

Notice that I even made a note about how to 

make the assignments personal!

Go to CAS
Meet with 
study group

When you are feeling unmotivated to do homework or read an assignment, 

what might you tell yourself to make the information more personal?

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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Chapter 1 ĔReading in College

Distractions
We all get distracted from time to time. It is perfectly 

normal. The key is to figure out what distracts us and 

what we do to limit those distractions. Take some time 

to answer the questions below.

1. Write down all the things that distract you from 

getting work done.

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

2. Write down strategies you can take to reduce or 

eliminate the distractions above.

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

3. Of the strategies you listed in number 2, 

write down the ones you truly believe you 

can commit to. Explain why and explain 

why you might not be able to commit to the 

other strategies you listed. There are no right 

or wrong answers hereéjust honesty.

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
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Chapter 1 ĔReading in College

Self-awarenessïAttitude and Motivation
Because this class is not for college credit, students sometimes donôt feel motivated to complete the 

assignments, study for tests, or come prepared. This lack of motivation is understandable. I might wonder, 

ñWhy should I even work in this class? Iôm not getting credit for it anyway.ò I invite students to take a different 

perspective. 

First, if you are here, you want to be in college. You have made that choice and this class is one step to 

reaching your final goals. You need to be here in order to reach those goals. 

Second, with an open mind, you can learn a lot and apply what you learn here in all your future classes. 

Finally, integrity. Put your best work into the class because it is the right thing to do.

Approaching this and all other classes with a positive, open attitude will increase your motivation and help you 

reach your goals.

In order to reach this positivity though, it might help to understand what behaviors and beliefs we encourage in 

our lives, whether we are aware or not. Take a few minutes to free write about the following.

1. When you fail at something, what do you typically do? What do you think? Why do you do and think those 

things? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Do you think your actions and thoughts from number one above are helpful? Explain.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

3. When you think of successful students, what are some actions they do to succeed?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

4. When you think of successful students, what beliefs do you think they have about themselves?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What thoughts and actions of successful students do you want to embrace?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Notes

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 1 ĔReading in College

Class goals
Now that we have become more aware of our 

behaviors and the behaviors of others, we should 

come up with some goals for this class ïREAD 

0900.

Answer the following.

1. Why do you think you are in this class?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

2. What is your attitude or feeling about being in this 

class? How do you think that feeling might affect 

your success in this class?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

3. What grade would you like to earn in this 

class? Circle one.      A     B     C    

4. What are 2 specific things will you do each day 

and 2 specific things each week to earn that 

grade? How much time will you spend doing 

those things? 

Example of specific daily actions: Read chapter 

material each day from 1-2 pm. Example of 

weekly actions: See a tutor Tuesdays and 

Thursdays at 2 pm.

DO NOT SAY: I will try my best. This is not 

specific enough. 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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Notes

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Answers to Expectations from page 4

A. How many pages per week? Minimum = 60; maximum 150

B. How many hours per week? Minimum = 12; Maximum = 24
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Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

Chapter Objectives-

1. RecognizingParts of Speech

2. Defining Roots, Prefixes and Suffixes

3. Using Context Clues

4. Using a Dictionary

What do you know?

What do you know about parts of speech?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

What do you know about prefixes, roots and suffixes?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

What do you know about context clues?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

What do you know about dictionaries?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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Now that we have established some ideas on how we approach classes, we can begin specific 

strategies to increase our reading skills. In this chapter, we will work on skills that can help us 

increase our vocabulary knowledge. Vocabulary is the most basic key to understanding what we read. 

Without knowing words, we cannot understand what we read. As we begin our college career, we are 

going to encounter words that are very new to us. The following pages address skills and concepts 

that help us grow our vocabulary.
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Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

Parts of Speech
What are parts of speech? Why should we care?

Parts of speech are nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. When we know what a wordôs 

function is (what it is doing in a sentence), we can more easily understand what it means.

Roots, Prefixes and Suffixes
What are roots, prefixes and suffixes? Why should we care?

ÅRootsare parts of words that have a basic meaning. They are usually not words by 

themselves; they need other parts of words like prefixes or suffixes. For example, ped

(foot/feet) by itself is not a word, but if we add to it, pedestrian, it becomes a word. 

ÅPrefixesare parts of words that usually come at the beginning of a word. Again, they are, 

by themselves, not words. For example, re-(again) by itself is not a word, but when added 

to a word or word part, it changes the meaning as in, remake. Prefixeschange the meaning 

of a word. 

ÅSuffixesare a part of a word that comes at the end of a word. Like roots and prefixes, they 

are not words on their own. When added to a word or word part, they change the part of 

speech. For example, -tion is a suffix that makes a word a noun as in annotation. We can 

change the suffix to ïate, and the same word becomes a verb as in annotate.

Knowing roots, prefixes and suffixes helps us understand words more deeply and figure out 

what they mean without having to look them up in a dictionary.

Context Clues
What are context clues? Why should we care?

Context clues are words and/or punctuation that are used to give us hints about what a word 

might mean. There are specific clues writers will give us to help us out. Like knowing roots, 

prefixes and suffixes, context clues help us figure out what a word means without having to 

look it up in a dictionary.

Dictionaries
What are they? Why should we care?

Dictionaries can be online or they can be paper books. They give us definitions of a word and 

so much more. They also give us information on the history, pronunciation, usage and other 

important information.

BEWARE: Dictionaries are not always going to give you the best definition of a word. It is 

important to use parts of speech, roots, prefixes, suffixes, context clues AND dictionaries to 

get ALL information. Donôt just use one of the above; use all the strategies together to get the 

best results. In the end, having a larger and accurate vocabulary helps with reading 

comprehension.



Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

PART OF SPEECH ïDEFINITIONS WRITE EXAMPLES

Nouns

Proper nouns: namesof people, places, things, ideas

Pronouns:  substitutes for nouns I, she, heé

Common nouns: people, places, things, ideas

Countnouns are nouns that can be plural

Non-count nouns are not plural

Add further definition:

A.  Count nouns:  ex. chairs

B.  Non-count nouns: Rarely ñSò at end: ex. furniture

Verbs:  shows action or state of being State of being verb: ex. Is, are, was,were

Action verb: 

Adjectives: gives information about a noun

Adverbs: give information about

1. a verb

2. an adjective

3. another adverb

1.

2.

3.  

14

Directions: Complete the grid below by adding further definitions in the first column if you find it 

necessary; add examples for each part of speech in the ñexamplesò column. Check possible answers 

on page 26.



Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

1. The ball rolled past the goalieand all the 

way to the back of the goal. 

Ç Noun

Ç Adverb

Ç Adjective

Ç Verb

2. My mother is very smart. 

Ç Noun

Ç Adverb

Ç Adjective

Ç Verb

3. My mother is very smart. 

Ç Noun

Ç Adverb

Ç Adjective

Ç Verb

4. The brokenprinter needs to be replaced. 

Ç Noun

Ç Adverb

Ç Adjective

Ç Verb

5. Bob and Antonio wereassigned to sleep 

in the green tent. 

Ç Noun

Ç Adverb

Ç Adjective

Ç Verb

6. The expensive vase shattered loudly

when it hit the floor. 

Ç Noun

Ç Adverb

Ç Adjective

Ç Verb

Directions:Put a check mark next to the proper part of speech for the underlined word. Remember to 

ask yourself what the wordôs function is in the sentence because some words can be more than one 

part of speech. Check your answers on page 27.

7. Sabreen ranfor president of her class. 

Ç Noun

Ç Adverb

Ç Adjective

Ç Verb

8. Knowledgeis powerful.

Ç Noun

Ç Adverb

Ç Adjective

Ç Verb

9. The old car barely made it to the next 

highway exit. 

Ç Noun

Ç Adverb

Ç Adjective

Ç Verb

10. Ahmed exitsthe building at 3 every day.

ÇNoun

ÇAdverb

ÇAdjective

ÇVerb

11. Maria chose to write a lengthyreport about 

Thomas Edison. 

Ç Noun

Ç Adverb

Ç Adjective

Ç Verb

12. The lion roared at the frightenedchildren.

Ç Noun

Ç Adverb

Ç Adjective

Ç Verb

Adapted from https:// quizizz.com/admin/quiz/5e6e91e9d3b944001bbf5d12/8-parts-of-speech-identification-in-a-
sentenceby Jessica Glaser

15
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Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

Why is it important to be able to identify parts of speech?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

How does that skill help with reading comprehension?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

What is the hardest part about identifying parts of speech?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

How do you think learning vocabulary skills will help with improving writing skills? In other words, 

what connections can you make between reading and writing in relation to vocabulary?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

16
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Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

What is a root word?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Give an example of a root with its definition and a word using that root

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

What is a prefix?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Give an example of a prefix with its definition and a word using that prefix

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

What is a suffix?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Give an example a suffix with its part of speech, definition, and a word using that suffix

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes
In addition to understanding parts of speech, it helps to understand parts of words in order to analyze 

their meaning. On the following pages are common roots, prefixes and suffixes. See possible answers 

to these questions on page 18.



Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

These are possible answers from page 16.

What is a root word?

A root is a part of a word that has the most basic meaning.

Give an example of a root with its definition and a word using that root

An example of a root is aqua. It means water. A word using that root is aquarium.

What is a prefix?

A prefix is a part of a word that comes at the beginning of a word and changes the meaning.

Give an example of a prefix with its definition and a word using that prefix

An example of a prefix is re-. It means again. A word using that prefix is remake.

What is a suffix?

A suffix is a part of a word that comes at the end of a word. It changes the part of speech.

Give an example a suffix with its part of speech, definition, and a word using that suffix

An example of a suffix is ïion. It is a quality or state of being and makes a word a noun. A 

word using ïion is creation. Another suffix is ïive. It means quality of and makes a word an 

adjective. A word using this suffix is creative.

Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes

18

NOTE: When we are talking roots, prefixes and suffixes, we are talking about word PARTS, not words. While 

some roots may be words on their own, roots, prefixes and suffixes are NOT considered words.

Why do we care about word parts (aka roots, prefixes, suffixes)? 

Knowing roots, prefixes and suffixes are important part reading comprehension. Letôs face it, if we 

donôt know what a word means, thereôs no way we can understand what the writer is trying to say. 

How do we use word parts to help?

First, we need to do our best to memorize the word parts and their meanings.

Second, we need to be able to identify these word parts as they are being used in words.

Third, we need to see how the word part affects the meaning and part of speech of the word itôs in.

Fourth, we need to see how the entire word itself is being used in the sentence.

**The above steps are called word analysisor the ability to break a word down to its smaller parts to 

understand the meaning of the whole word. We can put the word puzzle together by knowing the parts.

The following link will show common roots, prefixes and suffixes. Use it to complete the activity on the 

following page - https://www.readingrockets.org/article/root-words-roots-and-affixes

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/root-words-roots-and-affixes
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Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary
Directions: For each word group below, do the following. The first one has been done for you.

1. Write down to specific word part they all have in common

2. Write down what type of word part it is

3. Write down the meaning of that word part

--- Check answers on page 28.

Word Group Common Word Part Type of Word Part Definition of Word 

Part

Example:

Parallel

Paramilitary

Parameter

Paragraph

Para Prefix Beside, along

Repudiate

Indicate

Expatriate

Excavate 

Trajectory

Eject

Object

Projection 

Creationism

Realism

Judaism

Catholicism

Spectacle

Introspection

Spectrum

Aspect

Democrat

Demonstrate

Pandemic

demographic

Remake

Regret

Respect

Reframe 

Loveable

Unstable

Washable

Capable



Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

Why is it important to be able to identify roots, prefixes and suffixes?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

How does that skill help with reading comprehension?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

What is the hardest part about identifying roots, prefixes and suffixes?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

How do you think learning vocabulary skills will help with improving writing skills? In other words, 

what connections can you make between reading and writing in relation to vocabulary?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

Context Clues
Context clues are language and punctuation hints that writerôs will use to help their readers 

understand an idea. For us readers, we can look at the words and punctuation surrounding a word to 

help us understand what it might mean.

There are several types of clues to look for. Fill in the definitions for the types of context clues 

below. 

Definition Context Clues

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Restatement or Synonym 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Contrast or Antonym

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Example

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Description/inference

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

Directions: read each sentence and determine the meaning of the word using cross sentence clues or 

your prior knowledge. Then, explain what clues in the sentence helped you determine the word 

meaning. Donôt use a dictionary. Use the clues!! Check possible answers on page 29.

entitle: I wouldn't mind sharing with Patrick if he didn't act like being a part of the Witherspoon family 

entitled him to a piece of everything on campus.

Definition ________________________________________________________________________

Clues: ___________________________________________________________________________

usurp: Though Julio was the true king, his uncle usurped the throne and was now ruling the land quite 

cruelly. 

Definition ________________________________________________________________________

Clues: ___________________________________________________________________________

candid: When around his coworkers, Ali said that he agreed with the boss's new policy, but his candid 

opinion was that it would drive away customers.

Definition ________________________________________________________________________

Clues: ___________________________________________________________________________

magnanimous: The magnanimous judge released the young offender who had been caught stealing bread by 

saying, "Everybody has to eat," and slamming down his gavel.

Definition ________________________________________________________________________

Clues: ___________________________________________________________________________

acquiesce: Lakiettadid not want to go to the party. She wanted to study for the exam, but her sister nagged 

her so much that Lakiettafinally acquiesced and agreed to go.

Definition ________________________________________________________________________

Clues: ___________________________________________________________________________

grievance: The workers wrote an anonymous letter to their boss in which they expressed their grievances:

long working hours, low pay, and dangerous working conditions.

Definition ________________________________________________________________________

Clues: ___________________________________________________________________________

deprive: The students were angry that the principal deprived everyone of prom because of the actions of a 

few individuals

Definition ________________________________________________________________________

Clues: ___________________________________________________________________________

ascertain: Tierretold me that there is no homework. Justine told me that we are supposed to study for a quiz. 

I'm going to check the teacher's website to ascertain the truth.

Definition ________________________________________________________________________

Clues: ___________________________________________________________________________

22



Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

Why is it important to be able to understand context clues?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

How does that skill help with reading comprehension?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

What is the hardest part about understanding context clues?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

How do you think context clues in reading could relate to and/or improve your writing skills?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

Using a dictionary
A dictionary may be one of the fastest and most effective ways to get a definition of a word; 

however, there are some things to consider when looking up a word in a dictionary.

Some words can be multiple parts of speech, so we want to make sure we are able to see what the 

word is doing in a sentence to make sure we identify the correct dictionary definition. For example, 

the word roundcan be multiple parts of speech.

Example 1 - The runner roundedthe turn and moved into first place.

ÅHere, the word is a verb. According to Merriam-Websteronline, one definition of 

the verb roundis ñto go around.ò

Example 2ïThe pancake is perfectly round.

ÅHere, the word is an adjective. According to Merriam-Websteronline, one 

definition of the adjective roundis ñhaving every part of the surface or 

circumference equidistant from the centerò

ÅNotice that the two definitions are very different from each other.

In addition to words being multiple parts of speech, many words can have severaldefinitions. Weôll 

stick with the word round. Merriam-Websteronline gives several definitions of the adjective form of 

the word round.

Definition of round

(Entry 1 of 6)

1a(1): having every part of the surface or circumference equidistant from the center

(2): CYLINDRICAL a roundpeg

b: approximately round; aroundface

2: well filled out : PLUMP, SHAPELY

3a: COMPLETE, FULL a rounddozen; aroundton

b: approximately correct especially: exact only to a specific decimal or place use 

theroundnumber 1400 for the exact figure 1411

c: substantial in amount: AMPLE a goodroundpriceð T. B. Costain

4: direct in utterance: OUTSPOKENa rounddenunciation

5: moving in or forming a circle

6a: brought to completion or perfection: FINISHED

b: presented with lifelike fullness or vividness

7: delivered with a swing of the arm; aroundblow

8a: having full or unimpeded resonance or tone: SONOROUS

b: pronounced withroundedlips : LABIALIZED

9: of or relating to handwriting predominantly curved rather than angular

***All of these definitions are ONLY for the adjective form of the word. What does this mean for 

us? It means we have to be verycareful about choosing an appropriate definition. It means we must 

use all the vocabulary lessons in this chapter: identify parts of speech, identify parts of words, and 

use context clues. If you are struggling with each of these, it is important to know that often (NOT 

ALWAYS) the first definition option is likely. Dictionaries will usually put the most commonly used 

option at number 1.
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https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cylindrical
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/plump
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/shapely
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/complete
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/full
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ample
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/outspoken
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/finished
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/sonorous
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/rounded
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/labialized
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Chapter 2 ĔBuilding Academic Vocabulary

What did you learn?

What are the most difficult part of this chapter?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think was the most helpful?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

How will you use some of these vocabulary strategies in your future classes?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

How might you use some these vocabulary strategies to help with writing?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________



Parts of Speech Graphic Organizer Possible Answers from page 13

Nouns

Å Proper nouns: Barak Obama, St. Cloud Technical and Community College, Samsung Galaxy, Judaism

Å Common nouns: president, school, phone, religion

Å Count nouns: presidents, schools, phones, religions

Å Non-count nouns: furniture, water, milk, education, hope, freedom, technology

Å Pronouns: we, they, you, it

Verbs

Å Action verbs: run, walk, sweat, sleep

Å State of being verbs: is, are, was were, know, be

Adjectives

Å Pretty, large, green, smart

Adverbs

1. Giving information about a verb: slowly, hastily, nonchalantly (as in slowly run; hastily run; 
nonchalantly run)

2. Giving information about an adjective: too, very, extremely (as in too pretty; very pretty; extremely 
pretty)

3. Giving information about an adverb: too, very (as in very slowly)
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Parts of Speech Activity from page 14
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1. The ball rolled past the goalieand all the 

way to the back of the goal. 

ᵡNoun

ᵟAdverb

ᵟAdjective

ᵟVerb

1. My mother is very smart. 

ᵟNoun

ᵡAdverb

ᵟAdjective

ᵟVerb

1. My mother is very smart. 

ᵟNoun

ᵟAdverb

ᵟAdjective

ᵡVerb

1. The brokenprinter needs to be replaced. 

ᵟNoun

ᵟAdverb

ᵡAdjective

ᵟVerb

1. Bob and Antonio wereassigned to sleep in 

the green tent. 

ᵟNoun

ᵟAdverb

ᵟAdjective

ᵡVerb

1. The expensive vase shattered loudly when it 

hit the floor. 

ᵟNoun

ᵡAdverb

ᵟAdjective

ᵟVerb

Sabreen ranfor president of her class. 

ᵟNoun

ᵟAdverb

ᵟAdjective

ᵡVerb

Knowledgeis powerful.

ᵡNoun

ᵟAdverb

ᵟAdjective

ᵟVerb

The old car barely made it to the next highway exit. 

ᵡNoun

ᵟAdverb

ᵟAdjective

ᵟVerb

10. Ahmed exitsthe building at 3 every day.

ᵟNoun

ᵟAdverb

ᵟAdjective

ᵡVerb

Maria chose to write a lengthyreport about 

Thomas Edison. 

ᵟNoun

ᵟAdverb

ᵡAdjective

ᵟVerb

12. The lion roared at the frightenedchildren.

ᵟNoun

ᵟAdverb

ᵡAdjective

ᵟVerb
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Word Group Common Word Part Type of Word Part Definition of Word 

Part

Example:

Parallel

Paramilitary

Parameter

Paragraph

Para Prefix Beside, along

Repudiate

Indicate

Expatriate

Excavate 

Ate Suffix Become 

Trajectory

Eject

Object

Projection 

Ject Root Throw

Creationism

Realism

Judaism

Catholicism

Ism Suffix Doctorine/belief

Spectacle

Introspection

Spectrum

Aspect

Spect Root See 

Democrat

Demonstrate

Pandemic

demographic

Demo Root people

Remake

Regret

Respect

Reframe 

Re Prefix again

Loveable

Unstable

Washable

Capable 

Able Suffix Capable of

Root, Prefix, Suffix Activity from page 18
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entitle: I wouldn't mind sharing with Patrick if he didn't act like being a part of the Witherspoon family 

entitled him to a piece of everything on campus.

Definition: thinking one is deserving of

Clues: a piece of everything on campus

usurp: Though Julio was the true king, his uncle usurped the throne and was now ruling the land quite 

cruelly. 

Definition: Took over

Clues: now ruling, true king

candid: When around his coworkers, Ali said that he agreed with the boss's new policy, but his candid 

opinion was that it would drive away customers.

Definition: honest and open

Clues: Ali agreed BUT

magnanimous: The magnanimous judge released the young offender who had been caught stealing bread by 

saying, "Everybody has to eat," and slamming down his gavel.

Definition: generous, forgiving

Clues: release the young offender; everybody has to eat

acquiesce: Lakiettadid not want to go to the party. She wanted to study for the exam, but her sister nagged 

her so much that Lakiettafinally acquiesced and agreed to go.

Definition: gave in

Clues: didnôt want to, but, agreed

grievance: The workers wrote an anonymous letter to their boss in which they expressed their grievances:

long working hours, low pay, and dangerous working conditions.

Definition: complaints

Clues: low pay, long hours, dangerous

deprive: The students were angry that the principal deprived everyone of prom because of the actions of a 

few individuals

Definition: took away

Clues: angry, actions of a few individuals

ascertain: Tierretold me that there is no homework. Justine told me that we are supposed to study for a quiz. 

I'm going to check the teacher's website to ascertain the truth.

Definition: find out, discover

Clues: Tierre told, Justine told, check website, truth

Possible answers from page 21



What do you know?

1. List 5 things you do before you start a reading assignment for a class?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. List 5 things you do while you are reading an assignment for a class?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. List 5 things you when you have finished reading an assignment for a class?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 3 ĔThe Reading Process and Text 

Features

Chapter Objectives-

1. Understanding the Reading Process

2. Identifying Text Features
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For this chapter, we will spend some time using the reading process. In addition to building our 

vocabulary, it is so important that we are systematic when approaching a reading. Often, students tell 

me they donôt have time to use the reading process, but I always say that it takes more time rereading 

and rereading something than it does taking time from the start to use this process.



The Reading Process

Understanding the reading process helps us develop strategies for reading comprehension and for 

remembering information for an exam. 

1. Before we read

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. While we read

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. After we read

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 3 ĔThe Reading Process and Text 

Features

31
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Chapter 3 ĔThe Reading Process and Text 

Features

Before Reading Check List: Activate prior knowledge by
ÇReading titles, headings, subheadings

ÇReading bold, italics, underlined materials

ÇReading/view pictures, graphs, and captions

ÇPredicting what the reading will be about

ÇThinking aloud of what you know already about the topic

While Reading Check List: Active Reading Strategies
ÇChange headings/subheadings into questions

ÇHighlight vocabulary, important names, dates or other important information (DO NOT 

highlight excessively)

ÇNumber, star, or check main ideas

ÇWrite down opinions, questions, connections within the text (in the margins)

ÇMonitor your comprehension periodically

ÇAfter annotating, use a notetaking method (outline, Cornell, visual) and take notes on the 

reading

After Reading: Review Strategies
ÇCheck your comprehension by summarizing

ÇTest yourself

ÇReread notes

ÇDiscuss text with classmates, friends, family, teachers

ÇRewrite/reorganize your notes

Important terms: 

Metacognition= knowing how you know (being aware of what is going on mentally when you are 

learning something)

Schema= the way our brains categorize information.

Reading Process Review

By activating prior knowledge, we 

are warming up our brain. Just like 

warming up our muscles before 

playing a sport, we perform better if 

our brain is warmed up.

By staying activewhile reading, we 

reduce our distractions and actually 

spend less time rereading.

By reviewingwhat we read and 

wrote, we will remember the 

information better and longer.



Textbook Features
Early in the reading process, it is important for us to look over what we are about to read. This action 

helps activate prior knowledge on a topic. We should look at headings, bold words, pictures and the 

like. Textbooks, newspapers, and magazines all have features, or characteristics, that help us do this. 

It should also be noted that these features exist in both paper and electronic forms of the most 

texts.

1. Table of Contents

One type of feature is the Table of Contents. This is often in textbooks, newspapers and magazines. 

This is found at the beginning of the book, newspaper, or magazine. Looking at this early in the 

reading process can give us an idea of what a chapter will be about and it can help us find specific 

information. It might look something like thisé

Table of Contents

Chapter 1 Reading in Collegeééééé..é. 1

Understanding and Discovering Purpose in Reading ééééé.. 1-2

Identifying Distractions and Developing Concentration ééééé. 3

Understanding Attitude and Motivation in College Reading ééé.. 4

Using Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligencesééééééé. 5-6

Chapter 2 Building Academic Vocabulary éé..7

Identifying Context Clues éé.ééééééééééééééé7

Prefixes, Roots and Suffixes ééééééééééééé.éé... 8

Understanding Levels of Vocabulary Command éééééééé 9

Expanding Academic Vocabularyéééééééééééé...é 10

Chapter 3 ĔThe Reading Process and Text 

Features
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Textbook Features Continued

2. Objectives

This text feature is not usually in magazines or newspapers, but is very common in textbooks. 

Objectives are a list of learning outcomes that are at the beginning of a specific chapter. They are not 

always called ñobjectives.ò They may be called outcomes, goals, topics or a number of other things. 

The point is, they appear as a list on the very first page of the chapter. Note: not all textbooks have 

these.

See this example from 

a textbook. When we 

pay attention to the 

objectives, we can 

organize our notes and 

our thoughts on the 

topic.

Chapter 3 ĔThe Reading Process and Text 

Features
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